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[66:7] O ye who believe! Save yourselves and your
families from a Fire whose fuel is men and stones, over
which are appointed angels, stern and severe, who
disobey not Allah in what He commands them and do as
they are commanded.
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Ansar Pledge

Say this part three times:
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Ash-hadu * alla ilaha « illallahu * wahdahii

la sharitka lahii * wa ash-hadu * anna
Muhammadan * ‘abduhii * wa rasiluh

Say this part once:

1 bear witness * that there is none worthy of worship * except Allah. * He is One * (and) has no partner, *
and I bear witness * that Muhammad (peace be upon him) * is His servant * and messenger.

Say this part once:

I solemnly pledge e that I shall endeavor ¢ throughout my life « for the propagation ¢ and consolidation e
of Ahmadiyyat in Islam,  and shall stand guard ¢ in defense of e the institution of Khilafat. « I shall not
hesitate ¢ to offer any sacrifice * in this regard. « Moreover, ° I shall exhort my children * to always remain
dedicated * and devoted © to Khilafat. « Insha’allah.

Notes:

o Text in parentheses is not in the original Arabic text and has been added to the translation.
o “e”in the text indicates where person leading the pledge should pause to allow members to
repeat the same portion.
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Dear Brothers,
As-Salamu ‘Alaikum Wa Rahmatullah

Alhamdulillah, over the last 4 years, the attendance in our monthly meetings have gradually increased
reaching close to 50%. This is an expression of our strong brotherhood and is merely due to Allah’s
Grace. Let’s strengthen this brotherhood further by continuing to grow our monthly meetings attendance
and being truly grateful to Almighty Allah.

Four years ago, we changed the monthly meeting format to include interactive discussions around various
Tarbiyat-related scenarios from real life. Two years ago, we further enhanced it with technology by
adding multimedia features. This year, we will keep all of the existing features and move the interactive
discussions one step further. For this year, we have selected the theme of each monthly meeting around a
Friday sermon of Khalifatul-Masih (may Allah be his helper). In each monthly meeting, a synopsis of the
selected Friday sermon will be presented followed by two main discussion scenarios. After each scenario,
the discussion will be pushed forward by adding a few variations of the same scenario. We hope that it
will further spark the discussion among our brothers and will help us self-analyze ourselves and bring
about those pious changes in us which Hudir (ayyadahullah) expects from us.

Two additional features are being introcuded this year as well. After the frist scenario, a list of potential
action items will be shared with all brothers highlighting the vast spectrum of various activities, which we
can do to change our lives according to Hudtr’s guidance. Similarly, after the second scenario, a few
examples from the selected Friday sermon will be suggested which we can use to stimulate discussion
among our family members. Afterall, Hudtr has repeatedly reminded us to “save yourselves and your
families from a fire.” (The Holy Qur’an, 66:7)

We will also continue to include health related tips in our monthly meetings. Additionally, we are
including useful information of general nature, which can help us age gracefully—both spiritually and
secularly. The PowerPoint slides will be available to download with a full-featured monthly meeting
guide for each of the ten months. However, this printed version will contain only the synopsys of the
Friday sermons both in English and Urdu followed by two discussion scenarios after each sermon.

If you enjoy these changes in the new format, please remember your brothers Rizwan Alladin,
Moeenuddin Sirajee, Asad Choudry, Shahzad Amjad, Rafi Malik, Naveed Malik, and all three Na’ib
Sadran for their valuable contribution to make this happen. May Almighty Allah abundantly reward them
and their families! Amin.

And if you find a fault here and there in the printed version or accompanied PowerPoint slides, I take full
responsibility and seek forgiveness in the light of the prayer taught in the Holy Qur’an, “Our Lord, do not
punish us, if we forget or fall into error.” (The Holy Qur’an, 2:287). If you find any omission or error,
please pray for me and send me your feedback at sadr@ansarusa.org but do not argue it with your Za‘im
or with other brothers, as that is not the tradition of our Jama‘at. After sending your feedback directly to
me, | would request you not to dwell on this further allowing it to divide us in any way. We are all
brothers and we ought to continue to take steps to strengthen our brotherhood.

Wassalam,
Humbly,
Imran Hayee

Serving Majlis Ansarullah USA
Jan 1, 2018
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Selected Friday Sermons for the Monthly Meetings

# Month Topic of the Sermon Sermon Date
1 January Salat — The path to success and salvation 9/29/2017
2 February | Truth, lies and arrogance 6/16/2017
3 March Matrimonial alliances and issues 3/3/2017
4 April Invite to Allah with wisdom and goodly exhortation 9/8/2017
5 May True compliance with conditions of Bai‘at 8/11/2017
- June Ramadan and Jalsa USA Break
6 July The best among you are the best to their women 5/19/2017
7 August Vie with each other in good deeds 10/27/2017
- September | Ansar Ijtima‘ Break
October Tabligh and revival of Islam 4/9/2010
November | Striving for moral excellence: The Islamic teachings 1/13/2017
10 | December | The Islamic way of celebrating the new year 12/30/2016

Suggested Agenda for the Monthly Meetings

* Recitation of the Holy Qur’an (selected verse from the Friday sermon)
* Pledge

* Priorities of the year 2018

* Sermon of the month (topic and date)

* Health Tip

* General Tip

* Reminders/announcements

 Silent prayer
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Topic 1: Salat — The path to success and salvation (FS: 9/29/2017)

Synopsis: The [jtima of Majlis Ansarullah UK is starting from today. Ansar should pay special
attention towards daily Prayers. As one crosses the age of 40, he should realize that his days in
this world are numbered and we will be held accountable in front of our God after our death. We
should be worried that we go to our Lord in such condition that we are fulfilling both the rights
of Allah and the rights of His creation. We should remember that Allah has asked us to establish
Prayer which means that it should be offered in congregation and should be offered on time.
Therefore, members of Ansarullah should pay special attention towards this as they cannot
become true Ansarullah (helpers of Allah) without fulfilling these obligations. The Promised
Messiah (as) has said that the weapon of our victory is Prayer, so how can one aid in his mission
without being regular in Prayers. The Promised Messiah (as) has said that you should be regular
in offering Prayers. Some people only pray once a day. Salat is never forgiven, even for the
Prophets of God. Once a group of people came to the Holy Prophet (saw) to excuse themselves
from daily Prayer. The Holy Prophet (saw) denied their request saying that a religion without
practical actions amounts to nothing. Explaining the reality of Prayer, the Promised Messiah (as)
says that what is Salat? It’s a special Prayer, but people consider it like a tax from king. These
unwise people do not comprehend that what benefit and need is there for God for our Prayers? In
reality, it is beneficial for the man himself as he achieves his true purpose through Prayer. Then
he says that Salat is such that it benefits one’s worldly life and his faith. But the majority of
people offer such Prayer that it becomes a curse for them. Salat is such that it safeguards man
from every evil act, but such Prayer cannot be achieved without Allah’s help. And for this, you
need to pray and demonstrate extreme heartfelt pain and restlessness in front of God. Therefore,
none of your days should be empty of Prayers. The Promised Messiah (as) says that people
become lazy in Salat because they aren’t aware of that pleasure which Allah has placed in
Prayer. One should pray to Allah that just like we taste the sweetness you have placed in fruits,
similarly enable us to experience the pleasure in Prayer. Man always remembers what he himself
has tasted. Then Promised Messiah (as) says that I see that when a drunkard doesn’t become
intoxicated, he keeps drinking more and more. A wise person can benefit from this. This means
that if man doesn’t experience pleasure in Prayer, he should stay consistent and continue to offer
Prayers until he experiences that enjoyment. The Promised Messiah (as) says that when man
displays laziness in daily Prayers, it is because he is inclined to things other than God. This is
why the habit of Prayers and turning towards Allah is extremely important. This gradually leads
to such condition that man is naturally inclined towards Prayer and a special light is bestowed
upon him. About different thoughts and distractions in Prayer, the Promised Messiah (as) says
that these thoughts come to those who have not yet perfected their inclination and attention
towards God. For example, look at how a criminal stands in front of a judge and pays attention to
every word. Similarly, if man concentrates towards God, Satan would not be able to distract him
with such thoughts. In the Holy Qur’an, Allah says that those who struggle towards us, we will
surely guide them towards our ways. The Promised Messiah (as) says that if you continue to
struggle in the way of Allah with complete effort, you will eventually reach your ultimate goal.
The Promised Messiah (as) has also drawn our attention to Tahajjud Prayer. Members of
Ansarullah should pay special attention towards this. He said that if man spends all his breaths
seeking this world, what has he collected for the hereafter? Wake up for Tahajjud and offer it
with absolute zeal and passion. The Holy Prophet (saw) has said that the delight of my eyes lies
in prayer. May Allah enable us to offer and safeguard our daily Prayers.
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Discussion Scenario 1:

You are sitting with some cousins, some of whom you know are not very consistent in their
Prayers. It’s time for Maghrib Prayer, but these cousins suggest that you pray later as the family
is in the middle of a good conversation. One of these cousins even mocks you playfully, calling
you the family “Maulawi.”

How would you respond?

1. You tell them, “jest if you must, but I have found that praying on time has made my heart
increasingly inclined to true pleasure of Salat”.

2. Quietly get up and offer your Salat on-time knowing that the delight of Salat is greater than
any conversation with anyone else.

3. You request them all to take a break to offer Salat together because it would be the best
festivity of the evening.

4. Any other response

How would your response change?

... if you are generally distracted in your Prayers?
... if you are the host, and these cousins have not visited you in some months?
... if you have been praying fervently for the past few weeks, and have not felt the special light
that you were expecting?

. if you are visiting your cousins’ home and finding a spot to say your Prayers could be an
inconvenience to your hosts?

Guidance from the Friday Sermon

The Promised Messiah (as) states: “One reason for not inclining to Prayer and for laziness is that
when a person inclines to beings other than Allah, his soul and heart incline towards them also."
A tree that grows facing a certain way, get inclined that way. People who turn away from God,
get inclined to those others than God. This hardens his hearts and soul. The Promised Messiah
(as) states" Thus this is a grave matter and something that makes the heart tremble that a person
should beg before anyone other than God. This is why it is very important to establish and make
the Salat a constant feature of one's life. Then, gradually that time approaches when a person
inherits a light and a pleasure in the state of complete self-annihilation. He then becomes distant
from everything else and servers all ties only submitting towards God almighty. At this stage
man is bestowed with a light and attains tranquility.”
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Discussion Scenario 2:

Everyday, you arrive home after a long day at work around 7:30pm. Salatul-‘Isha’ is at 8:15pm
at the Masjid which is just 15 minutes from your home. If you quickly eat dinner, you can get to
the Masjid in time. However, your children will likely be asleep by the time you get home, and
your wife, who is tired too, will have to carry the burden of making sure their homework is
complete and ready for bed.

How would you respond?

1. Salat at the Masjid is priority. Offer ‘Isha’ at the Masjid everyday.
Though Salat at the Masjid is priority, your family has rights too. Offer 3 days ‘Isha’ at the
masjid, and 2 days at home.

3. Let your wife and kids decide whether you should offer ‘Isha’ at the Masjid.

4. Any other response.

How would your response change?

.. if you are usually the only one at the Masjid for ‘Isha’?
... if your wife also works professionally during the day?

.. if you don’t find true delight yet in offering Salat?
... if you have a son over the age of ten, whereby he should also be offering Salat in the Masjid
with you?

Guidance from Friday Sermon

Today, by the Grace of Allah, the Annual /jtimd‘ of Majlis Ansarullah UK is commencing. In
this respect, I wish to draw the attention of the Ansar to an extremely important but fundamental
matter. And that is Salat [Prayer]. Salat is obligatory upon every believer. However, after the age
of 40, one should have developed an increased sense of awareness [of the fact] that with the
passing of each day, one's life is decreasing. Thus, every believer; everyone, who believes in the
life after death and the Last Day, should be fully focused on fulfilling the rights of Allah the
Almighty as well as the rights of His servants.

Elaborating on what a real Prayer consists of and how it should be performed, the Promised
Messiah (as) says: 'Remember that Prayer is something that adorns and improves one's worldly
life as well as faith. .. Also a person must pray and supplicate constantly and committedly and
only then can he or she develop a state of humility and pray with intense devotion and weep in
their Prayers.
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Examples of what we can do to adapt our lives according to Huduir’s guidance in this
sermon:

e Write beloved Hudiir (aba) that may Almighty Allah grant you true grace in your Prayers and
Ta‘luk-billlah (relationship with God).

e Commit to a 40-day Salat drive, where you will offer all of your Prayers on-time and
increase offering Tahajjud.

e Read Remembrance of Allah (Dhikr-i-11aht) by Hadrat Muslih Mau‘id (ra) to learn some
additional techniques to improve your method of worship.

e Commit to offering more Salat in congregation

Examples of topics from this Friday sermon we can use to stimulate discussion among our
family:

e We should offer our Prayers in congregation and in the mosque as often as possible. Let’s
make a Salat Schedule for the month. Compare against last month’s performance.

e We should we offer our Prayers without any distractions. What distracts us and how can we
shut those thoughts out of our minds effectively?

e Share with your family the delight and benefits you get out of Salat.
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Topic 2: Truth, lies and arrogance (FS: 6/16/2017)

Synopsis: The Promised Messiah (as) has said that in order to have true Tagwa, one must instill
all good morals in one’s self. Therefore, a believer should try to adopt all excellent morals and
obey all commandments of God. Allah has mentioned many morals in the Holy Qur’an, without
which one cannot safeguard his faith. One of these morals is to establish truthfulness and staying
away from falsehood. Allah says in the Holy Qur’an: (22:31) “Shun therefore the abomination of
idols, and shun all words of untruth”. The Promised Messiah (as) says that the Holy Qur’an has
likened telling a lie or falsehood to worshipping an idol. A lie is like an idol that if one relies on
it, he loses the trust of God. He says that a person who become a habitual liar, it becomes
difficulty for him to leave this habit and requires extremely hard work. Then he says that just like
a foolish person turns to an idol instead of Allah, similarly human beings rely upon falsehood to
accomplish their tasks. Hudur said that people lie in every matter these days. Recently, a study
was published in the National Geography magazine on why humans lie? An attempt was made to
prove that this is somehow part of human nature. This is false as it is the environment and
upbringing which brings about this habit. Reading this study shows how people’s lives have
become full of lies and deception. And when these lies are revealed, it creates many problems
and breaks their households. This is why the following verse of Qur’an is read out at the time of
Nikah: O ye who believe! fear Allah, and say the right word (33:71). Hudir said that if the
husband and wife treat each other with absolute truthfulness, not only will their own relationship
stay in good terms, but their children will also stay away from many immoralities. People who
are far from God have no guidance in these matters, but we have clear commandments of Allah.
Some of us consider the Western world an example for ourselves in these matters, even though
our teaching is much better than their morals. The Promised Messiah (as) has guided us that we
should stay upon truthfulness in every matter, even if this truth comes from a child. We should
stay upon truthfulness, even if it goes against our close relatives. Some people lie in matters of
inheritance of properties, even though Allah has said that we shouldn’t even lie to our enemies.
We should all self-evaluate that are we completely free of falsehood in all aspects of our lives.
Another important moral we should pay attention towards is humility and staying away from
arrogance. Allah says in the Holy Qur’an :( 31:19) ‘And turn not thy cheek away from men in
pride nor walk in the earth haughtily; Surely, Allah loves not any arrogant boaster. The Promised
Messiah (as) has said that some people become arrogant after a few days of Prayers, fasting or
Zakat. Hudur said that we should especially pay attention to this in the month of Ramadan. It
was Satan who showed arrogance against Adam and as a result was rejected by God. In reality,
this is the fate of every arrogant person. Therefore, we should look towards the example of
humility of Prophet Adam (as) who prayed in the following words (7:24) Our Lord, we have
wronged ourselves; and if Thou forgive us not and have not mercy on us, we shall surely be of
the lost. The Promised Messiah (as) has said that I believe that one must be absolutely free of
arrogance in order to be spiritually clean. And if you are able to experience a relationship with
Allah and acceptance of prayers, you shouldn’t become arrogant; rather try to increase in
humility. He said that God is very merciful, but arrogance is a dangerous disease. One who is
afflicted with this disease faces spiritual death. Allah wills that he establishes all true virtues and
morals through this Jama‘at. May Allah enable us to stay away from all immoral acts and instill
excellent morals within us by following the Sunnah of the Holy Prophet (saw). May Allah enable
us to act according to the desires of the Promised Messiah (as). Amin.
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Discussion Scenario 1:

Late at night, a man breaks into your apartment, demanding all of your money and jewelry while
brandishing his weapon. You give him your wallet and your wife gives all the jewelry she is
wearing, but the thief is not satisfied. He says angrily, "I know you must have more money and
jewelry in your apartment. Is this all?"

How would you respond?

1. Tell him that you’re a poor man and this is all the wealth you have (even though you do have
more money/jewelry in the apartment).

2. Get him the rest of the jewelry and money you have hidden in your apartment.

3. Just say nothing.

4. Any other response

How would your response change?

. if, by getting the additional assets, you risk awakening your children, complicating the
matter?
... if, by getting the additional assets, you will be completely bankrupt?
... if you have a stronger weapon of your own that you can subdue him with, but it’s not near
your additional assets?

Guidance from the Friday Sermon

The Promised Messiah (as) states: “The one who lies creates his own idol and considers it to be
the means of their salvation.” He then states: “Remember that there is nothing more cursed than
falsehood. Generally, worldly men say that the truthful get caught, but why should I accept this
when I myself have been in 7 court cases and by the grace of Allah, not once have I had to utter a
lie. Can anyone say that God Almighty made me suffer defeat in any one of them? God
Almighty is Himself the Protector and Helper of the truthful. Can it be that He gives a
punishment to a pious person or a truthful person? If this ever happened then no one in the world
would ever have the courage to speak the truth and true belief in God would disappear.”
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Discussion Scenario 2:

You are a Jama‘at office holder and an Ahmadi lady called you in the evening asking for your
help about an issue she’s having with her husband. She asked that you come meet her privately
and that you tell NO ONE about her situation.

How would you respond?

1. Tell your wife that you need to go see this lady as she is having a problem. Tell your wife to
keep silent about this at the masjid.

2. Think of a legitimate errand that you have to make and tell your wife you are going to run

errands.

Tell the lady that you can’t help her, unless you bring your wife with you.

4. Any other response.

[98)

How would your response change?

.. if you are not the Jama‘at President, Secretary Tarbiyyat, or Secretary Amoore-Ama?
.. if you often feel your wife is of “the jealous type?”

.. if your wife has trouble keeping secrets?

.. if you and your wife have been fighting a lot lately?

Guidance from the Friday Sermon

Among the ‘bigger’ lies, is the lying between spouses. If one analyses [the situation]
among ourselves, domestic quarrels, separations and divorces take place because people rely on
lies, whereas, after understanding this fundamental element of human psyche, one of the verses,
we have been told to recite during the Nikah sermon is as follows: “O ye who believe! fear
Allah, and say the right word.” It further states: “He will bless your works for you and forgive
you your sins. And whoso obeys Allah and His Messenger, shall surely attain a mighty success.”
Allah the Almighty has spoken about truthfulness with regards to a relationship between husband
and wife to such a great extent so that there should be no bending [of truth], there should be a
high standard of truthfulness. In this way, not only will your relationships become pleasant, your
children will also be saved from many issues.
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Examples of what we can do to adapt our lives according to Huduir’s guidance in this
sermon:

Write beloved Hudiir (aba) that may Almighty Allah free you from the temptation of telling even
small lies.

Reflect on your past of when you may have not been fully truthful. What was the underlying
issue that prevented you from telling the full truth?

Increase your frequency of offering Istighfar. How many prayers of Istighfar do you know?

Examples of topics from this Friday sermon we can use to stimulate discussion among our
family:

e  Why do people lie?
e Be transparent with your children. Ask them if there are any small lies that you and your
wife may have uttered — recognizing you may have unknowingly lied in parenting.
e Discuss the risks for your children to be tempted not to be fully honest and open with you:
o Regarding their academics
o Regarding their internet/smartphone usage
o Regarding how they interact with opposite gender children
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Topic 3: Matrimonial alliances and issues (FS: 3/3/2017)

Synopsis: Hudiir (ayyadahullah) said that the matters of finding marriage partners and different
matrimonial issues cause restlessness in homes. Due to this, the children also move away from
the right path. Sometimes, the marriages of ladies are delayed due to education and sometimes,
in the name of rights in these countries, women are given wrong advice by their friends. Hudar
(ayyadahullah) said even some girls coming from Pakistan fall into these errors. Such problems,
even more so, are also found in men. The reason is that people don’t follow the Islamic
command of always saying the simple, plain truth. Mistakes are committed on both sides which
causes trouble and has negative impacts on children. Hudiir (ayyadahullah) said that sometimes
there are wrong expectations such as of material things and parents get excessively involved in
these matters. Sometimes, women are wrongly taunted for reasons such as her appearance or due
to her employment. A long list of complaints comes out containing only petty matters. In
summary, it is because of moving away from one’s faith and getting attracted to worldly things.
It is imperative to find a solution of this from our faith. We have promised to give precedence to
our faith over worldly matters. The Holy Prophet (saw) has advised us to especially practice this
in matters of marriage. He said that instead of relying upon family status, wealth or beauty, you
should prefer a faithful woman. We also have Istikharah Prayer in this regard meaning asking
Allah for goodness before deciding for a marriage proposal. We should always ponder upon the
verses of Nikah which enjoins Taqwa, righteousness, looking after the relatives and always
speaking the plain truth. The Promised Messiah (as) has also said that family status shouldn’t be
looked upon in marriages, rather one should look at Taqwa. It is true that one should consider
Kufw meaning compatibility. Hudur (ayyadahullah) said that if a compatible and righteous
marriage proposal exists within one’s family, then it should be preferred. However, this is not
mandatory. Similarly, as per the instructions of the Holy Prophet (saw), it is allowed to see the
woman before marriage and visit her household. However, there should not be any vein talk and
the matter shouldn’t be prolonged unnecessarily. Women shouldn’t be given any emotional pain.
Sometimes, the matter of the man having a separate house becomes an issue. If it is due to
financial condition or any legitimate reason, then women should show patience. The Islamic
teaching is that, barring any legitimate excuse, the newlywed couple should have a separate
house. Hadrat Khalifatul-Masih I (ra) said that Qur’an has instructed men should live with them
in a good manner. Even if you see weaknesses in women, you should show patience. Then some
issues occur due to man’s wish of second marriage. This should only be done when there is a
legitimate need. To do this to merely fulfil your desires is absolutely wrong. May Allah guide all
Ahmadis to approach these matters with faith and righteousness and may they stay away from
worldly attractions.

Majlis Ansarullah USA - Copyright © 2018 Page 16



ool P pr ki gl 2 ool 3y U f Jl Bl blor £ U U3 357 sl
S v Ut S0 bl Pl - (e pl 22 L ) e o S By el P (b £ Gt e il
Loty 5 Sl -t G rli e fF U s LT gl ol P (o i ALoF My
Jbpe -t G g < sb Ui G d Ut et G G ST Sz n St B Bt U9 o <
P o Grgtipred -0 F e G &bl bl Pt Lt 3 £ gt i
(ol Oy o esp s A& K Ul _orl L bl s 5L o (b b Ui - p o bt By
EU16 L G d el o U o i bl o 6 2 o Sy 0 S - Ut Bt L sl
JJJmJ_(“,,unuw,undwwwwiwu{,}m»t-q_y& €3 Spig YA RN AN
Ji e J ot e et (o S gmia b o b g S s Sl i s £ o S o
(el Ly M P L Wi o e an IS0 S b = P S F S
Pt r o P Ji e e SEME bz ram e (5B Lp S St LG 20
LS et S W68 s pb5a Ly ptEad (08 iy it o P S WS Low
e alplyatinn p b N S & ad V) o et bty
(S e iz bl 9 2 P F el e Grsd F S L BB B p ) e
LI biirc pSin:fod L L)t P8t o Qued U a b &
12 7 fud Lop i ey LML LAl Pzl d s S g L) el
re§ A G o S St S L M a3 e WG 35 2o S i g1
sl yid B Gl f Canh P32 TP Lol L NG 88 e o ot ]
WS Lt Ly fo P e S50 S ot o dump fo i 310 3
L o §Fw S i, e E o K 380 U ISy PAHIS s U p s
S d Ewe Ghboa WSS gl

Majlis Ansarullah USA - Copyright © 2018 Page 17



Discussion Scenario 1:

It is now time to begin looking for a girl for your son. He says he’s ready and wants to know his
options. Your wife has three girls in mind and has shared her perspectives on each. Which of the
profiles would you pursue first?

How would you respond?

1. Girl A: She wears proper Hijab and serves on the local Lajna Amila. Her father is the
Jama“at President.

2. Girl B: She’s an Ivy League graduate and is earning a six-figure salary. Both of her parents
are doctors.

3. Girl C: She’s strikingly beautiful and has a very quiet, soft personality. The family just
moved here three years ago and her father works at a gas station.

4. Any other response

How would your response change?

... if your son is not very active Jama‘at activities, though he is regular in Prayers at home?

... if your son is also an Ivy League graduate and working in a job with great chances for further
advancement?

... if your son is very interested in Girl C?

... if one of the girls is your niece?

Guidance from the Friday Sermon

Hudir (ayyadahullah) stated that the key to resolve all of these issues can be found if one turns
towards faith. We are fortunate to have accepted Islam and have the blessings of the teachings
given to us by the Promised Messiah (as). One of those teachings is to give precedence to faith
over all worldly pursuits. When it comes to the matter of marriage, even those who are serving
the faith forget this key principle, whereas the Holy Prophet (saw) specifically instructed that
when dealing with matters of marriage one must always give precedence to faith over all worldly
matters. Hadrat Khalifatul-Masih I (ra) stated that the first step Islam has mentioned in regards to
a Nikah [Islamic marriage] is that the purpose of the Nikah should be to strengthen ones faith
instead of searching for beauty, wealth and status. Similarly, before one enters into a marriage
they should perform Istikharah [Prayer to seek guidance in choosing the best outcome of any
matter].
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Discussion Scenario 2:

You have been approached to consider a match for your daughter. You have known the boy to be
a pleasant, handsome, active member of the Jama‘at. He completed his associate bachelors
degree and is currently working at a bank, plus driving for Uber. His parents also work, but are
basically hand-to-mouth earners. As they have unmarried daughters, the son currently lives with
and helps support the family.

How would you respond?

I. You should pursue the match (i.e., Let the families meet formally to see if there is
compatibility).

2. You should pursue the match, with the condition that the boy commits to moving out of his
parents’ home.

3. You should wait for other matches where the boy may have better career and financial
outlook.

4. Any other response.

How would your response change?

... if your well-educated daughter firmly says she doesn’t want to live with in-laws at the start of
the marriage?

... if your daughter is 29 years old?

... if your daughter was raised with the true Waqfe Nau spirit?

... if the boy doesn’t intend to continue for a bachelors degree?

Guidance from the Friday Sermon

At times, the cause of discord in marriage is because the husband does not have his own house
and is living with his parents. Sometimes this is because the husband may be experiencing
financial difficulties or is still studying and therefore it is not possible for him to buy his own
house. In such an instance, the wife should support him and live with her in-laws until he
acquires the means to purchase his own house. In certain cases, the women and her parents end
the marriage and so such practices are completely wrong. If the girl cannot live with the in-laws
then she should have voiced her reservation from the outset. However, there are certain men who
are living at home with their parents because of their irresponsible actions and simply cite the
excuse that they want to support their elderly parents.
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Examples of what we can do to adapt our lives according to Huduir’s guidance in this
sermon:

e Write beloved Hudur (aba) that may Almighty Allah grant you wholesome, righteous
spouses for your children.

e On a piece of paper, write down your own personal values to your family on how you will
approach finding matches for them.

e Sit with your wife and your son/daughter to align on what kind of spouses would be good for
your sons and daughters.

Examples of topics from this Friday sermon we can use to stimulate discussion among our
family:

e How to make a marriage a real success?

e The common reasons for broken marriages.

e Financial difficulties you (or other relations) may have faced when first starting out on your
marriage.

e Advantages of living with an extended family.

e The importance of Istikharah Prayer and occasions where it may be beneficial and
appropriate.
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Topic 4: Invite to Allah with wisdom and goodly exhortation (FS: 9/8/2017)

Synopsis: Many countries in their Majlis Shiira ponder over this matter that how can we convey
the message of Islam in a better way. We should remember that whether it is for Tabligh or any
other project, once it has been approved by the Khalifa of the time, it is the duty of the members
of Majlis Shura and all office bearers to get it implemented. When it comes to Tabligh projects,
it is the duty of all office bearers to participate in these efforts and not leave them to only
Secretary Tabligh. When all office bearers will participate in Tabligh, they will become models
for members of Jama‘at and therefore everyone will contribute.

Another meaning of Hikmat is to do Tabligh keeping the facts and reality in mind. If wrong
things are mentioned during Tabligh, eventually everything gets exposed. Then another meaning
is to do Tabligh according to the circumstances meaning such arguments shouldn’t be presented
which may anger or frustrate people. The Holy Prophet (saw) has also said that you should
always speak to people according to their intellect and understanding. Then another important
matter about Tabligh is that we need to make contacts throughout the year and do Tabligh to
them. It is not enough to merely do flyer distribution two or three times a year.

The conditions of the world today are due to humanity moving away from Allah and it is only
Ahmadis who can bring them back. Therefore, Allah has asked us to deliver the message keeping
these points in mind. Guidance comes from Allah alone. We do not know the unseen, and
therefore do not know who will get influenced by our Tabligh. We will not be held responsible
for the results of our Tabligh; we will be questioned over whether or not we fulfilled our
responsibility and gave the message of Islam according to our capacities. Some people ask that
how many people have you converted or how many years will it take if you continue with this
kind of Tabligh? Our answer should be that we have been commanded to do Tabligh and we will
always continue to do so. It is Allah who will show the fruits of our efforts and we are certain
that one day we will be in majority throughout the world.

We should also remember that wisdom doesn’t mean cowardice or agreeing with something
fundamentally wrong. We do not fight with anyone, but should always express our teachings and
point of view with wisdom. Recently, some of my comments about shaking hands with women
and homosexuality attracted negative commentary in Germany. Recently, a politician in England
separated from his party because he was against abortion and homosexuality. Huzoor (aba) said
that if worldly politicians do not show cowardice in these matters, how strong should our faith
be? We should never leave truthfulness for worldly reasons. Do not worry about opposition as it
opens the avenues for truthfulness. The Promised Messiah (as) has said that the more
truthfulness is opposed, the more it shines and shows its majesty.

It is also important for Tabligh that our actions and claims should be equal, meaning we do what
we say. Only then will our Tabligh affect the hearts of people. The Promised Messiah (as) has
said that if man doesn’t speak with an honest heart and doesn’t back it with practical example,
his speech will carry no influence. Our claims hold no weight in the sight of Allah without our
actions. May Allah enable us to act according to these guidelines. Amin.
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Discussion Scenario 1:

While talking casually with your non-practicing Christian next-door neighbor about the weather,
the conversation moves to today’s news headlines, about a tragic race-bias incident. You only
heard a little about the incident but you still don’t know the specifics.

How would you respond?

1. You tell him that as a Muslim, who believes in Mirza Ghulam Ahmad of Qadian, we believe
in complete equality of races.

2. You ask him for the details on the matter and then respond based on what he tells you,
guiding him to your central belief that all races are equal.

3. You listen to him, asking him deeper questions regarding his concerns about this issue. You
then invite him to your house, a couple of days later, after doing your own research.

4. Any other response.

How would your response change?

... if he tells you that “All Lives Matter” and he’s tired of these protests?

... if he is African-American?

... if he shows you the details of the incident on his smartphone from an ultra-conservative news
source?

... if he has complained to you in the past about how you don’t mow your lawn regularly?

Guidance from the Friday Sermon

We need to make efforts towards Tabligh in the manner taught to us by Allah the Almighty.
Firstly, Allah the Almighty says to carry out Tabligh using wisdom (higmah). What is
this “Hikmah?” Higmah has wide-ranging meanings, which to be successful in Tabligh, are
essential for us to be aware of and to keep in view. One meaning of Higmah is knowledge.
Knowledge is required to carry out Tabligh. Therefore, firstly you need to increase your
knowledge so that when you have an intellectual discussion with someone they should be spoken
to in a manner based on their level of understanding. Secondly you should be aware of where in
our literature and websites the intellectual responses to their questions can be obtained from.
Then, arguments should be given to the people of different religions and deniers of the existence
of God, according to their mentality, outlook and viewpoints. “Hikmah” (wisdom) also denotes
‘a resolute and firm word' and 'a conclusive argument, not requiring yet further proofs to
establish its validity.’
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Discussion Scenario 2:

Your boss is taking the team out for lunch to celebrate Adam’s (your co-worker’s) upcoming
marriage with his boyfriend. This has been a tradition in your office, as you have attended other
lunch marriage celebrations before. Everyone else on the team is going.

How would you respond?

1. Attend the lunch celebration.
Meet with Adam privately and tell him that as a Muslim, you cannot take part in this
celebration.

3. Tell your boss that you cannot attend the event.

4. Any other response.

How would your response change?

... if you don’t know Adam very well, being that he joined the company in the past year?

. if you know that Adam was kicked out of his family due to his relationship with his
boyfriend?

. if, previously, Adam has written letters to his congressman about the plight of Ahmadis in
Pakistan?

. if you and Adam have to work closely together the next month to complete an important
project before he gets married?

Guidance from the Friday Sermon

Therefore, we should always keep this distinction in mind and not show any kind of pliancy
whereby we completely lose our sense of integrity and honour simply because we feel we have
to preach and convey the message to others. Though we are not to quarrel and create disorder but
at times it is necessary to rebut and counter what is being said. In any case, to use wisdom is
necessary; it is important to adopt a soft tone and to demonstrate good morals but at the same
time it is also important to actually say wrong to what is wrong. Thus, one should always
remember that wisdom does not mean to show cowardice and nor to testify to something
incorrect in order to draw someone closer to yourself. For instance, nowadays the worldly people
have enacted such laws in the name of freedom which the Shariah [Islamic law] completely
forbids. If we speak out against them, they say that though Ahmadis claim to be free from any
kind of extremism and speak out against it and demonstrate that they are not extreme, however
they are also extreme in regards to certain issues. The examples they give is the issue of shaking
hands with women or homosexuality. We do not need to fight but we must say wrong to what is
wrong.
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Examples of what we can do to adapt our lives according to Huduir’s guidance in this
sermon:

e (et ahead of the game. Find a reliable news app or read the daily newspaper and keep on top
of the main events.

e Sit with Ansar in your Majlis and discuss the top issues and investigate the Islamic response.

e Ifyou haven’t done so yet, register to be a Da‘n Ilallah and commit yourself to propagation.

e Invite your neighbors over to your home. Find out their viewpoints now— don’t wait for a
news event to spark the conversation.

Examples of topics from this Friday sermon we can use to stimulate discussion among our
family:

e What is the Islamic stance on homosexuality, including getting a full understanding of
counter arguments

e In light of what Hudir (aba) said in this sermon,
o should we be celebrating Halloween or Valentine’s Day?
o how should we behave in mix gatherings at school or work regarding shaking
women’s hands, alcohol and pork consumption, etc.?
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Topic 5: True compliance with conditions of Bai‘at (FS: 8/11/2017)

Synopsis: Every Ahmadi who claims to follow the Promised Messiah (as) also promises to
reform himself. Allah has blessed us with MTA in this age, through which all Ahmadis revive
their promise of Bai’at. Thereafter, it is important to keep the conditions of Bai’at in mind to
bring reform in all aspects of our lives. But sadly, many of us are far from the standards expected
by the Promised Messiah (as) of his community.

For example, the conditions of Bai’at include staying away from falsehood, oppression, not
being overpowered by our desires, and working for the better of mankind. We accept such
matters, but often fall short of obeying these teachings when faced with these situations. For
example, some people lie from time to time especially for business matters, some people oppress
others to get their own rights etc. It has been seen that some people do not accept the decisions of
Qaza with humility and try to violate each other’s rights. Some people also write to Hudir only
because the decision came against them. For such matters to be resolved amicably, it is important
that both parties act selflessly and be willing to let go of some of their rights.

The Holy Prophet (saw) has taught us that if you are merciful towards people in this world and
deal with them gently in all matters, then Allah will also be merciful to you. We should always
remember that we will also be accounted for by Allah. If we hope for ease, mercy and
forgiveness from Allah, we should also behave in similar terms towards others.

Hudur (aba) said that I do not say that 100% of Qaza decisions are correct, but 80 — 85% are
accurate. In any case, decisions are always taken by Qaza with righteous intentions. Some people
start blaming Qazis or judges if the decision is against them. Similarly, in matrimonial matters,
different financial situations are brought forward such as payment of dowry. Dowry is like a
mandatory debt on man, but his conditions also need to be taken into account by Qaza. Such
matters should be dealt with righteousness and justice. The receiving party should always be
tender and sympathetic and the party in debt should always consider it a burden and try to pay it
as soon as possible.

The Holy Prophet (saw) has said that may Allah provide comfort to such a person who provides
ease while doing business and when he demands for repayment of a loan. Then the Holy Prophet
(saw) said that whoever provides ease or forgives the loan of a poor person, Allah will give him
shelter on the day of judgment. Therefore, as per our resources, we should try to provide ease
and comfort rather than wasting time in courts.

But we should remember that whoever owes anything or is in debt, it is compulsory for him to
return it. The Holy Prophet (saw) has said that it is unjust or oppression if a wealthy person
doesn’t repay his debt. He should be forced to repay it. Hudiir Anwar said that if it isn’t
enforced, people will become prone to violating other’s rights. This is why Jama‘at also punishes
people who violate other’s rights by not repaying their debts. The Holy Prophet (saw) did not
used to offer the funeral Prayer of someone who was in debt to others.

Therefore we should stay away from loans and be mindful towards this. Hadrat Muslih Mau‘ad
(ra) has advised Jama‘at to do three things to stay away from loans; 1. Istighaar or seek
forgiveness from Allah - 2. Stay away from overspending or spending aimlessly 3. Repay one’s
loan in small portions as soon as one receives any money. Huzoor said some people take loans
for vain desires (such as new models of car) or start businesses on loan without any experience.
As a result, they fall under heavy burden. We should be aware of such matters and keep
ourselves away from loans and debts as much as possible. May Allah enable us to live our lives
as true believers. Amin.
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Discussion Scenario 1:

A couple of years ago, you lent your cousin $20,000 to help him and his family during a rough
patch. He was jobless and was having difficulty supporting his family. When he got a job, he
started paying you back on-and-off, but he still owes you $17,500. You have reminded him
repeatedly about the loan, but he doesn’t seem to take you seriously. Recently, after you
reminded him again at the masjid, he got made, pulled out his wallet and paid you $300 and said
to quit pushing.

How would you respond?

1. Great! He paid you something. Remind him again next month.

2. That was not nice! Write him a letter stating how upset you are with his attitude.

3. Not cool! Let the Jama‘at President or local Missionary know. This may be the time to get
someone else involved to exert some pressure on him.

4. Any other response.

How would your response change?

. if you are a bona fide millionaire and this repayment won’t affect your livelihood in any
meaningful way?
... if you find out your cousin just bought a new Camry and flew his family to Disney World for
a vacation?
... if you find out your cousin’s wife has made some ungrateful statements against you to other
ladies at the masjid?
... if you are now facing financial difficulties yourself?

Guidance from the Friday Sermon

Thus, if one's intentions are pure then Allah the Almighty shall create the means and provisions
[for its repayment] or will soften the heart of the one who gave the loan. However, if one has ill-
intentions then Allah the Almighty punishes such a person. The Holy Prophet (saw) would
generally not offer the funeral Prayer of a person who was in debt and his wealth and money
available to him was not enough to repay it. The Holy Prophet (saw) also used to read a prayer to
safeguard himself from taking a loan. In fact, he associated Kufr [disbelief] and the taking of
loans. In one of the Hadrat ‘A’ishah (ra) states: 'The Holy Prophet (saw) used to recite the
following prayer in his Salat: 'O Allah! I seek refuge with You from sins and taking loans.'
Someone then said: 'O Messenger of Allah! You seek so much protection from taking loans?'
The Holy Prophet (saw) replied: ‘“When a person owes a debt then he utters falsehood when he
speaks and after making a pledge then breaks it.’
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Discussion Scenario 2:

At dinner table, your high school son who just got his driving license asked you to help him buy
a new car. He asks you, “Dad, I have seen this car at a dealership and have saved up 10% for
down payment. Could you help me get a loan of remaining money to buy that car?”

How would you respond?

1. No way, car is not good for him during his crucial last year of high school
Remind him Hudiir’s sermon, tell him that you should not be buy car on loan.

3. Ask him to save up more and you would contribute the remaining money to buy him a car
without loan.

4. Any other response.

How would your response change?

... if your son generally does not demand unnecessarily before and is maintaining good GPA at
school?

... if your son knows that you also bought a car two years ago with a bank loan?

... if your son says that he could go to mosque frequently and help local MKA campaigns more,
if he has his own car?

... if you know that you may not qualify for any additional loan?

Guidance from the Friday Sermon

An individual wrote to me saying: 'l own a car, but I prefer such and such model. However, I do
not have enough money to buy it. Can I take a loan from the bank to buy that car?' If someone
takes a loan once, they will eventually become further immersed in it. Therefore, one should
eschew such vain desires. Similarly, many youths have started business without any experience.
They take certain sums of money from people for their business, yet due to their inexperience the
business collapses and they not only become helpless themselves, but they also waste other
people's money. These people [youths] should be more careful and the people who give their
money should think twice about giving such [personal] loans, rather than making complaints or
filing a case against them. As those that wish to put their money towards a business, they lose
their own money, as does the poor helpless individual who took the money (in fact he is not
helpless, rather sometimes people take money with mischievous intentions or evil intentions) and
then they embroiled in a court case which results in their disgrace and humiliation. Nevertheless,
we should avoid these things so that we can create a peaceful environment around us.
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Examples of what we can do to adapt our lives according to Huduir’s guidance in this
sermon:

e Reach out to a brother with whom I’ve loaned money and just ask about his well-being.

e Make a step to end any rift you have with a fellow Ahmadi brother regarding a (financial)
dispute.

e Evaluate outstanding loans and figure out with your loved ones how to pay them off as
quickly as possible. Trim household expenses as necessary.

e Offer two Nawafil focused on repaying a loan you owe, or for a person who owes you.

e Write beloved Hudur (aba) that Almighty Allah may guide you how to best approach a
financial dispute.

Examples of topics from this Friday sermon we can use to stimulate discussion among our
family:

e Why you should try to avoid taking unnecessary loan and if you have to take a loan, you
should worry about returning it without unnecessary delay.

¢ You should act with mercy and kindness in this world as in return, God the Exalted will also
have mercy upon you in heaven.

e Every Ahmadi who claims to follow the Promised Messiah (as) also promises to reform
himself. What is one thing you could improve in yourself?
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Topic 6: The best among you are the best to their women (FS: 5/19/2017)

Synopsis: The teachings of Islam guide us in every matter. Allah has summarized these
teachings in this verse of the Holy Qur’an: You have in The Prophet an excellent example.
Therefore, we always need to keep the model and example of the Holy Prophet (saw) in mind.
Islam has explained the responsibilities of men in their different roles, as father, husband, son
etc. If these teachings are adopted, a peaceful society can be established. Sometimes, men
consider themselves superior to women while not fulfilling the rights of their wives or children.
Some people even physically harm women and children. If one doesn’t let go of such ignorant
behavior, then the Bai’at of the Promised Messiah (as) hasn’t benefited them in any way.

The Holy Prophet (saw) treated his wives and children with love and affection. Hadrat ‘A’ishah
(ra) says that the Holy Prophet (saw) used to wake up at night for Nafl Prayers. Then he used to
wake us up with a little sprinkle of water before Fajr time to offer voluntary Prayers. He also
used to help his wives in their tasks at home such as cleaning, cooking etc. Keeping his example
in mind, Muslim men should analyze their behavior.

The Holy Prophet (saw) said that the best amongst the believers are those who are best in morals,
and the best in morals are those who are best in treatment of their wives. The Promised Messiah
(as) has said that other than clear indecency, all other weaknesses of women should be tolerated.
Then he once said that we find it extremely shameful that being men, we fight with women.
Being a man is a blessing of Allah upon us and its deserved thankfulness is to treat women with
kindness and affection. Similarly, the Promised Messiah (as) once said that women have a great
tendency to be influenced (by behavior). Woman see the behavior and acts of man. If you want
to reform them, then men should first reform themselves.

It is seen that the reason for evils in our homes and bad upbringing of our children is mostly due
to the morals and behavior of men. If you would like to have a religious environment in your
homes and better upbringing of your children, then it is incumbent for men to make themselves
better.

Similarly, men have responsibilities as fathers as well. Do not think that upbringing of children is
only for women. Men need to establish their own role model for children, especially for boys.
Similarly, it is important to keep a very close eye on your children and their behavior. Earnest
prayers for your children are also vital.

Similarly, being a son, Islam has enjoined men to act in a kind fashion towards his parents. After
their passing away, it is important to keep a good relationship with their relatives and their
friends. You should always be kind towards your father and mother in-laws. Some new Ahmadis
inquire about treatment of their parents. They should remember that despite changing your faith,
it is important to always be kind and compassionate towards your parents. A man is a husband,
father and a son among his many other roles. We should try to understand our responsibilities
from all aspects. May Allah enable us to do so.
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Discussion Scenario 1:

It’s your 20" wedding anniversary night and your children have surprised you both with dinner
reservations at a nice restaurant. Your wife is excited as you both rarely ever go out alone. She
puts on nice makeup and gets her hair done at a beauty parlor. While you go out to warm up the
car, your wife walks out—looking stunning. However, her purdah is not the usual. Parts of her
hair and her makeup are clearly visible.

How would you respond?

Admonish her to go back in and upgrade her purdah.

Say nothing and have a nice dinner.

Ask her questions about the purdah so she can self-realize.
Any other response.

halb o

How would your response change?

.. if this is the first time you both have ever gone out for dinner alone to a nice restaurant?
.. if you and your wife have been fighting a lot lately?

.. if you are a Jama‘at Amila office holder?

.. if your kids are seeing you off at the front door?

Guidance from the Friday Sermon

Thus, if you wish to have a peaceful home, if you wish to bring up the future generations and
keep them attached to religion, then men need to be attentive towards their conditions. Thus, this
is the standard. All your efforts of preaching and gaining the religious knowledge are futile, if
you are not good with your family. When men do not take their responsibilities seriously, homes
are shattered and the lives of children are devastated. Men must not force Purdah on women and
women should bear in mind that they need to cover their head and body according to the
requirements of modesty. This is the command of Allah the Almighty and so they should be
mindful of this. The Promised Messiah (as), explaining this, says, “The relationship between a
husband and wife should be like two true and sincere friends. ... If his relationship with his wife
is not good, how can he be at peace with God? The Holy Prophet (saw) has said, “‘The best
among you is he who is best towards his wife.”’

Majlis Ansarullah USA - Copyright © 2018 Page 33



Discussion Scenario 2:

Your son’s grades have been poor during the first few weeks of school. You see him on his
smartphone or playing video games a lot, when you think he should be more focused on
homework and religious study.

How would you respond?

1. Gently remind him how he needs to spend more time on Salat, religious study and his
homework as his grades are not adequate.

2. Set broad expectations on what you want to see him do during the week.

3. Give your son a specific time schedule for after-school.

4. Any other response.

How would your response change?

.. if your son is in elementary school?

.. if your son is in middle school?

.. if your son is in high school?

.. if your son is in college?

.. if your son’s teacher has reached out to you about your son’s poor performance?
.. if you work long hours and don’t see your son much during the week?

Guidance from the Friday Sermon

Further, husband’s need to understand their responsibilities as fathers. Father’s should also play
their role in the child’s training and upbringing. In particular, when boys reach seven or eight
years old, they become needful of their father’s attention. Men and fathers must establish their
good examples. Where fathers should show respect and regard to their children, they develop
good morals. A father’s good relationship with his children gives them a sense of protection.
Thus, to instill in children a sense of security, it is imperative that fathers spend some time in
leisure activities with their children and pray for them. The Promised Messiah (as) says, “I pray
for my children and require them to follow a broad set of rules of behaviour (what are our
teachings, what are its rules, what are its regulations, we draw attention towards them) and no
more. Beyond this I put my full trust in Allah Almighty in the confidence that the seed of good
fortune inherent in each of them will flower at its proper time.” The Promised Messiah further
states, ‘The trial of one’s children is a great trial. If one’s children are virtuous, then what should
one worry about. The Promised Messiah (as) further states, ‘Behave in a manner that is an
excellent example for children and for this it is essential that one should reform oneself.’
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Examples of what we can do to adapt our lives according to Huduir’s guidance in this
sermon:

e Sit with your wife and ask her: “What is the biggest thing you would like me to change about
myself?”” Resolve not to give her any feedback. This feedback is just for you.

e Take your wife out to dinner as a surprise. Or buy her flowers — something out of the
ordinary.

e Write to beloved Hudiir (aba) and ask for prayers for your wife. Request prayers for guiding
on being a better husband.

e Offer a Tahajjud Prayer solely focused on your wife and your marriage.

Examples of topics from this Friday sermon we can use to stimulate discussion among our
family:

e How did Prophet Muhammad (saw) treated with his family members?

e Why it is important to treat each family members with love and respect?

e What we can do to improve family relationships in the light of what Hudiir (aba) said in this
sermon.

Majlis Ansarullah USA - Copyright © 2018 Page 35



Topic 7: Vie with each other in good deeds (FS: 10/27/2017)

Synopsis: The Promised Messiah (as) has explained in detail about true virtue and how one can
progress in this way. He writes that virtuous actions are a means towards God and Islam. But you
should remember what true virtue is. Satan attempts to misguide people from every path. For
example, if a person has fresh food, giving old, rotten food to a beggar would be against true
virtue according to the teachings of Holy Qur’an. To attain true virtue, one must be very careful
in all matters. And to attain this true virtue, one must have faith in the being of God and that God
watches over everything.

Promised Messiah (as) says that true Taqwa is to discard even the smallest of immoral actions.
However, Tagwa is not that one did not committed adultery or theft. True virtue is to serve
mankind and demonstrate perfect devotion and loyalty in the way of God. Virtue cannot be
achieved by just leaving immoral actions; it must be accompanied by righteous actions.

The Promised Messiah (as) says that man shouldn’t become happy or content that he hasn’t
committed adultery or hasn’t stolen anything. This isn’t something significant. Unless he
acquires good actions after having left immoral actions, he cannot stay alive in the spiritual
world. Good actions are like food. Just like man cannot stay alive without food, he cannot stay
alive spiritually without virtuous actions.

The Promised Messiah (as) says that a truly virtuous person is he whose inner condition matches
his outward state. The root of virtue is faith in God. As man starts to decrease in faith, his good
actions diminish as well. Therefore, the foremost duty of our Jama“at is to acquire true faith in
Allah. Huzoor Anwar (aa) said that this should be our target that we strengthen our belief in God.
Only then would we be able to do good actions and be considered among the best of people as
mentioned in the Holy Qur’an.

Promised Messiah (as) says that man can only stay away from immoral actions if he has faith in
God. Then the second stage should be to look for ways followed by those who attained closeness
to God, meaning Prophets and Saints. These ways can be learned by studying how God treated
such people.

The Promised Messiah (as) has also explained that even in use of things that are permissible,
virtuous people adopt a moderate way and do not exceed bounds. It is not such that man should
not benefit from good things. Allah has not even forbidden Prophets from using comfortable and
good things. However, these people are not overtaken by such possessions meaning their true
and primary purpose is always their faith and attaining closeness to God.

The Promised Messiah (as) writes about true virtue: Remember, in my estimation the scope of
sympathy is very wide. One should not exclude any group or individual. I do not say—Iike the
ignorant people of this age—that you should limit your kindness to only Muslims. I say that you
should have sympathy for all of God’s creation no matter who they are, whether a Hindu, or a
Muslim, or something else. I never approve the words of such people who wish to limit
sympathy only to their own people.

May Allah enable us to carry out righteous actions for the sake of Allah’s pleasure!
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Discussion Scenario 1:

Your family has been after you for some time that you join them at a Six Flags amusement park.
Your family insists that it’s a nice way for the family to spend time together.

How would you respond?

1. You tell them, “There are better ways to spend time together. Going to an amusement park
will take up the whole day.”

2. You join them for the day at the amusement park.

3. You tell them to go enjoy themselves and you use this "free time” to catch up on Jama‘at
work.

4. Any other response.

How would your response change?

.. if the amusement park will cost $300-$400 for tickets, gas, and meals?
.. if you don’t enjoy amusement park rides?
... if it will conflict with your monthly Ansar meeting?
.. if your family’s knowledge of Hadith and Malfoozat is poor?
.. if you have been excusing yourself for the last 3 years

Guidance from the Friday Sermon

Then whilst explaining that virtue is to keep even permissible things within limits, the
Promised Messiah (as) states: "The root of virtue is to not exceed in partaking of lawful
pleasures and desires of the world. For example, God Almighty has not forbidden food and
drink but if a man makes it his hobby of consuming the same food and drink night and day,
then he has given it priority over his faith. The similitude of this is like the horse cart driver
when he travels a long distance then after approximately 15 miles he feels the fatigue of the
horse and allows it to breath, stops and feeds it in order to remove its fatigue. Hence, in the
same way the prophets partake of the delights of the world. Prophets also eat and drink but
also partake of the delights of this world. They marry, have children, eat and drink. Prophets
also partake in all these things. The Promised Messiah (as) states: "The contentment they
receive from worldly entities is of this nature, for the reason that the reformation of the world
was a task assigned to them. If the grace of God was not with them then they would have
perished.
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Discussion Scenario 2:

After much loving reminders, a certain Nasir has increased his Ansar chanda to an amount that is
getting closer matching his income. His chanda in the previous year was a very small amount.
He is slowly attending more Ansar meetings. It is now close to the end of the Tahrik Jadid year

and your Majlis is way behind on its collection target. This brother’s contribution last year was
$0.

How would you respond?

1. Let the Jama‘at Tahrik Jadid Secretary worry about collecting Tahrik Jadid from this brother.
The general Majlis reminders should be enough.

2. Muntazim Tahrik Jadid should encourage him to contribute some small amount to be a
participant this year.

3. Muntazim Tahrik Jadid and Za‘m should visit his home and inspire this brother to give a
large amount, as a way for Almighty Allah showing His Grace on this brother.

4. Any other response.

How would your response change?

... if this brother is a rich surgeon?
... if this brother is struggling financially?
. if this brother has become suddenly more active in the Jama‘at and majlis in the past three
months?
... if this brother is a Mus1?

Guidance from the Friday Sermon

How much one should broaden their scope of virtue, the Promised Messiah (as) states:
‘Remember, the scope of sympathy in my view is very broad and one should not leave out any
nation or person. ... | admonish you again and again that do not limit your scope of sympathy
and adhere to the teaching which God Almighty has revealed in regards to sympathy, and that
is: The first stage of virtue is that one adopt Adl[justice] and so when one does good to you, you
must also do good in return. The second stage is Ihsan, that in response to one's good you must
do greater in return. And though this stage is greater than Adl[justice] however it is possible
that one who does Ishan can remind the other of his favours on him. Therefore, the greatest
stage of all is that one should do good in a manner as if borne out of one's personal love for the
other and it is not done with the intention of bestowing a favour on one but rather like a
mother nurtures her child. The mother does not seek any reward or anything in return for
bringing up her child, rather it is a natural impulse for which she is ready to sacrifice her every
comfort for his nurturing. So much so that if the king were to command the mother to stop
feeding the child milk and even if the child dies as a result of this, she will not be held
accountable but would the mother be happy to hear such a commandment and follow it?
Certainly not! .. Thus, one should do good to others in the same manner and should reach the
stage where it becomes a natural act because when a certain practice develops gradually into a
natural phenomenon it is then that it attains the stage of perfection.’
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Examples of what we can do to adapt our lives according to Huduir’s guidance in this
sermon:

e Select a day each month to devote to spending time with your wife, parents, and family.
e Create a weekly schedule prioritizing congregational Salat and Jama‘at/auxiliary programs,
so that you can reserve time for family and personal needs.

Examples of topics from this Friday sermon we can use to stimulate discussion among our
family:

e Adl > Thsaan - Iyta’zil-Qurba: how are they different?

e Identify people that you know who may be in need of assistance that deserve your Iyta’zil-
Qurba.

e How can we, as a family, treat each other with more kindness?
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Topic 8: Tabligh and Revival of Islam (FS: 4/9/2010)

Synopsis: Hudhur said today the task of the revival of Islam is the task of each Ahmadi. For this
we need to pay attention to our own condition and actively work towards it. Hudhur said each
person of the Jama‘at in Spain needs to pay attention to this and abandon indolence. There is
need to utilise the proofs and reasoning from the scholarly treasures that are at our avail and
expedite Tabligh efforts.

Hudhur said it should be clear that in this day and age majority of Christians are far-removed
from religion and many have lost belief in the existence of God. They have to be initially brought
towards God. For this we need to present good practises and also need to work at our own
spiritual development and enhance our tagwa levels otherwise Tabligh efforts will not be
blessed. It is God’s decree that the true and living religion is Islam and it is going to triumph and
obedience of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be on him) alone is the way to seek
God’s pleasure. Acknowledgement of Unity of God and adapting one’s practices accordingly are
the only means of salvation. This alone is the objective for which we need to endeavour and
pray, put it in practise and take the message to others.

[slam draws our attention to rights of God and rights of mankind and a fundamental aspect is
that unless prayers are made avail of it will not come to fruition. The real way to spread the
true faith is through spiritual development and spiritual development does not come about
without prayers and a connection with God. How could the task of summoning people to God
be done without first establishing a connection with God? The Promised Messiah (on whom be
peace) expounded that our triumph will come about with prayers alone. Tabligh too requires
prayers and bears fruit with effort and prayers combined with special attention given to
improving one’s own practices.

Hudhur said while it is essential for a Dai’ Lillah (summoner to God) to remember this, it is also
for every single Ahmadi, whether he/she is active in Tabligh or not to be aware that their
surroundings and the world knows they are Ahmadi and their being an Ahmadi makes them a
silent summoner to God. Hudhur said at times he receives letters from people outside
Ahmadiyyat complaining about unfairness of Ahmadis. Thus one act of an Ahmadi becomes a
source of disrepute for the entire Community.

It is the duty of every person who calls himself/herself an Ahmadt and associates himself/herself
to the Promised Messiah (on whom be peace) to keep their practices upright for the whole world
watches them. If one does not have sufficient religious knowledge to be a Dai’ Lillah one can
still attract others by one’s good practices.

Hudhur said we should all reflect on our inner self and that the fruits of each Ahmadi are two-
faceted. Firstly, improve our own condition and that of our children and adhere to taqwa and
secondly, take the beautiful message of Islam to the world. May God enable us to put this in
practice and may there be no contradiction between our word and deed, may we ever turn to God
and attain His pleasure and be enabled to do the task entrusted to one commissioned by Him in
an excellent manner.
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Discussion Scenario 1:

Your next-door neighbor’s son is playing baseball and accidentally hits the ball through a
window. The boy’s mother runs over to your home to apologize for her son’s error. She asks
that when you repair the window to give her the bill so she can make up for it.

How would you respond?

1. Repair the window and give her the bill as she requested.
Offer to split the bill and invite the neighbor for dinner

3. Refuse to take money and tell start preaching her about how Islam emphasizes on neighbor’s
rights.

4. Any other response.

How would your response change?

.. if this is the third time her son has damaged your property?

... if she’s a single mother struggling to make ends meet?
.. if you already have had talks with the neighbor about Islam and Ahmadiyyat?
.. if this is first time you have ever spoken with this neighbor?

Guidance from the Friday Sermon

The Holy Qur’an states: ‘And who is better in speech than he who invites men to Allah and does
good works and says, ‘I am surely of those who submit?’ (41:34) God declares summoning
people to Him as the best of tasks and everything else as secondary. One is to utilize all
resources that are available to perform this task and be included in the best of people. The Holy
Qur’an states hundreds of commands and forbids many things. Good works constitute when man
avoids what is forbidden and tries to do what is enjoined. Hudiir (aba) said if we analyze
ourselves there is much piety that we overlook in our daily lives. It is a most significant
condition for one who invites people to God to be one who does ‘good works’. Then alone can
one summon another to the ways showed by the Promised Messiah in the current age. Then
alone can one assert that he or she has, to some extent, found inner peace and is heading towards
spiritual development and can usher others to listen and try to be obedient as one has been
obedient.
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Discussion Scenario 2:

Every Tuesday evening, the masjid hosts a Coffee, Cake and True Islam (CCTI). Each Nasir in
the masjid is assigned one week to be present. One active Nasir confides in you that he doesn’t
know how to refute against finality of Prophet-hood, death of Jesus (as), or anything about
Christianity. He asks that you not assign him this task.

How would you respond?

1. If he’s not comfortable, don’t assign him. He can contribute to other Jama‘at activities as he
normally does.

2. Team him up with someone else so he does not have to man the CCTI by himself.

3. Inspire him to commit to take on the responsibility. Encourage him to commit some time to
study up on relevant Tabligh topics.

4. Any other response.

How would your response change?

... if this brother doesn't speak English well?
... if he insists that he will clean the masjid instead the night before?
... if he works six days a week at a gas station?

Guidance from the Friday Sermon

It is the duty of every person who calls himself/herself an Ahmadt and associates himself/herself
to the Promised Messiah (on whom be peace) to keep their practices upright for the whole world
watches them. If one does not have sufficient religious knowledge to be a Dai’ Lillah one can
still attract others by one’s good practices.

Hudhur said generally speaking the reason for most Pakistani Ahmadis to be living outside
Pakistan is their faith. Therefore while being grateful, as we work to improve our worldly life,
we should at least commit one day a week to summon people to God.
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Examples of what we can do to adapt our lives according to Huduir’s guidance in this
sermon:

e Think about last week—were there any meetings or interactions with co-workers or
customers that were not in accordance with Islamic practices?

e Make a concerted effort to invite your neighbors to your home for coffee or dinner

e Think about your driving style—have you driven aggressively that’s not reflective of a true
Ahmad1t Muslim?

e Think about your “accounting” practices—are you stretching the rules on your tax returns?

Examples of topics from this Friday sermon we can use to stimulate discussion among our
family:

Islam’s response to Atheism and Agnosticism

Islam’s response to non-Ahmadi Muslim arguments

Islam’s response to Christianity

What the family can do to commit to Tabligh on a weekly basis
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Topic 9: Striving for moral excellence: The Islamic teachings (FS: 1/13/2017)

Synopsis: Some people claim that religion limits their personal freedoms. In the Holy Qur’an,
Allah has said g ¢ (= d Wy which means that Allah has not made anything outstandingly
difficult in the matters of religion. The very purpose of religion is to remove our troubles and
difficulties. Some matters seem small, but produce horrific results if left unchecked. For
example, in this age, we see that nudity or nakedness has become common among men and
women. It is natural that this also impacts our children. There are Ahmadi women who question
that why can’t we dress like the women of these societies?

Firstly, we should remember that if we want to stay on our faith, then we must follow its
teachings. The Holy Prophet(saw) has taught us that Haya or modesty is part of faith. About
Pardah, the Promised Messiah(as) said that these days people are supporting the European ideas
of freedom of men and women. In reality, due to such freedoms of women, sin has become
widespread and men have become like wild animals. Hudhur(aba) said that looking at vices in
society today, each word of the Promised Messiah(as) is being proved to be true. Therefore, to
safeguard ourselves and our children, Ahmadis should follow the teachings of Islam in their
entirety.

Hudiir said that an Ahmadi girl wrote to me to seek permission if she can work in a bank without
her Hijab. In reality, many Ahmadi girls and women have such questions. Hudiir said that I had
given a limited permission, but it was only for doctors and such girls who are in research.
Sometimes, the doctors and researchers in a lab cannot fully function with traditional purdah and
their own clothing is also loose. A job in a bank isn’t for the service of mankind and therefore
such an exception cannot be made. We should always remember that modest dressing is
important and vital for having modesty.

Hudhur said that in the name of freedom of expression, the opposing forces are trying their best
to do away with the teachings of religion. But we should remember that the community of the
Promised Messiah(as) has been given the responsibility to serve the true faith in this age. We are
not going to fight them, rather deal with them with wisdom. We should also pray that may Allah
help us. If we are upon truth and we certainly are, then know that we will be victorious.

The Jihad in this age isn’t of sword, rather against one’s self. Ahmadis living in Western nations
should come forward to serve their countries. When this happens, such satanic forces will
automatically vanish away. We should know that these are dangerous times and we cannot be
saved if we let go of our moral and religious teachings. Do not think that our progress is linked
with the progress of these nations. Their morals are now such that it will bring about their
downfall, Therefore, out of sympathy, we should guide them according to our teachings.

Hudhur explained in detail the teachings of Pardah in Islam for both men and women and the
wisdom behind each commandment. It is important for men to observe the Pardah of eyes
meaning lowering their gaze in front of women and important for women to observe Pardah from
all men who are non-Mahram or not directly related to her. May Allah enable all of us to follow
the teachings of Islam.
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Discussion Scenario 1:

An important potential client comes to your office to hear about your company’s newest product
offerings. The head of the client delegation is Ms. Crawford, Senior VP of the client company.
Ms. Crawford and her team walk up to you in the meeting room and each holds out their hands
for a quick handshake.

How would you respond?

You should shake all of their hands.

You shake only the men’s hands and tell the ladies you don’t shake women’s hands.
You don’t give the ladies a full handshake, just a very light touch.

Any other response.

=

How would your response change?

... if winning this client’s business is crucial to your company’s revenue?

.. if Ms. Crawford is known to be an outspoken advocate for equal treatment of women in the
workforce?

. if there will be no time to explain why you don’t shake women’s hands as Ms. Crawford
arrived late?
... if you have previously shook hands of other women in your office?

Guidance from the Friday Sermon

Hudur (may Allah be his Helper) said that anti-Islamic forces are trying hard to do away with the
teachings of Islam. These forces are trying to finish the Islamic teachings on the name of
freedom of expression and freedom of conscious. They want to play a role of sympathizer in a
sweet manner like Satan so that blame should not fall on them that they have forced to finish the
religion. But we should remember that the renaissance of Islam is the responsibility of the
Jama‘at of Promised Messiah (peace be on him). And for that we have to work hard and have to
take pain also. We don’t have to fight with these people but have to resolve the issues with
wisdom. Today if we subjugate to one restriction regarding our religious teachings then slowly
more sanctions will follow and it will continue. We must stress on prayers also that the Almighty
give us courage and strength to counter these satanic moves and help us also. And if we are
holding truth and most certainly we are truthful then one day they will see our success. It is the
teachings of Islam which has to prevail. Insha’allah.
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Discussion Scenario 2:

Masha’allah, your daughter has been a good student and just landed an analyst job with
McKinsey— one of the top management consulting firms in the world. The job has a lot of
growth prospects and it will be okay for her to wear Hijab and proper clothing. But she will be
working on projects with men and women, and it’s expected she will be traveling at least 50% of
the time.

How would you respond?

This doesn’t sound like an appropriate job for a true Ahmadi woman.

Take the job and advise her to follow Islamic etiquettes as much as possible.
Take the job, but plan for your wife to accompany her on all business travel.
Any other response.

b S

How would your response change?

... if your daughter says she wants to hold off on marriage for five years as her schedule will be
very hectic?

... if this job’s pay will help to significantly pay off her student loans (as compared to other
jobs)?

... if the job will require a lot of presentations to business executives?

... if your daughter doesn’t generally wear proper Hijab?

Guidance from the Friday Sermon

Hudur (may Allah be his Helper) said that if one has a will to remain modest then one can find
many ways. He said that similarly I said to those girls who are genius and are doing research and
in the laboratory they have to wear a particular laboratory dress then they can wear that dress and
may not take Hijab as they wear caps in there. But as they come out of the laboratory they should
keep that modesty which is commanded by Islam. Hudir (may Allah be his Helper) said that
bank job do not deliver any humanitarian services. So for ordinary jobs the permission cannot be
granted to remove the Hijab where the girl is in every day dress and makeup there is no special
dress required for ordinary jobs. Thus always remember that for modesty a modest dress is
necessary. Hudtr (may Allah be his Helper) said that currently Hijab is part of modest dress and
if we make any ease in Hijab then modest dress will change and many reasons will be added to
that. Then they will pick the color of this society where there is already immodesty at rampant.
Hudiir (may Allah be his Helper) said that the world is already bent upon changing the religious
people especially changing those Muslims who are practicing the Islam.
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Examples of what we can do to adapt our lives according to Huduir’s guidance in this
sermon:

e Set up an appointment with your boss. Let him or her know that you will not be shaking
hands of women anymore.

e Talk to your wife and discuss how you can support each other when these types of awkward
situations may arise.

e Offer Nawafil that Almighty Allah may guide you on how best to deal with such situations.

Examples of topics from this Friday sermon we can use to stimulate discussion among our
family:

e Set expectations with daughters on the type of Hijab they should wear for school and work.

e Discuss how boys and girls in school should interact with each other—whether it’s for
academic work or socially.

e (Ghadd al-Basar (lowering the gaze): what it really means for your sons in school.

e How Islamic Purdah is the best remedy for the sexual harassment crisis Western society has
been facing for decades.
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Topic 10: The Islamic way of celebrating the new year (FS: 12/30/2016)

Synopsis: Hazoor (aba) said: According to the Gregorian Calender, the New Year will
Insha’allah start after two days. Worldly people pass these days in worldly pleasures, thus ending
the previous year and starting the New Year in vein and useless activities. The reason is that they
have lost their spiritual senses. The true believers stay away from such actions.

The Promised Messiah(as) has presented the essence of Islam for us and has given us the
conditions of Bai’at as our guideline. So if we start this New Year by evaluating ourselves and
with prayers, only then we will be able to improve our hereafter. If the weaknesses still prevail
and the self-evaluation does not give us peace then we should pray to Allah that the coming year
may not be the one that would show us a reduction in spiritual enhancement. Our everyday
should be reflective of the good model of the Holy Prophet(saw). Our days and nights should be
spent in a way that help us fulfill our pledge to the Promised Messiah(as).

We can evaluate ourselves by asking the question that did we try to stay away from Shirk in this
year. The Promised Messiah (as) has said that oneness of God doesn’t mean that you just say La
I[laha with your mouth but have thousands of idols in your heart. It is Shirk to give the status of
God to any other thing in your life. The question is that did we stay away from falsehood in this
year? Did we keep ourselves away from all sources of indecent thoughts? These days there are
many such vile programs on TV and internet which is also a form of Zina. Do we keep ourselves
away from trespasses of eyes?

The question is that did we keep ourselves away from all quarrels with other believers? Did we
stay away from all Zulm or oppression meaning devouring other’s wealth unlawfully? Did we
stay away from becoming a source of any disorder for anyone? It is also fasad or disorder to
misguide a person who follows his faith and Nizam-e-Jama‘at faithfully. Do we offer Prayers
and Tahajjud as instructed by Allah and the Holy Prophet(saw). The Holy Prophet(saw) has said
that leaving Prayer takes one close to Shirk and Kuft.

Did we do istighfaar regularly during this year? The Holy Prophet(saw) has said that whoever
does istighfaar regularly, Allah takes away all of his difficulties. Did we maintain a relationship
of love and affection with Allah in this year and did we try our best to follow the Holy Qur’an
and the commandments of the Holy Prophet(saw)? Did we fulfill this promise that we will give
precedence to our faith over all worldly matters and will obey the Promised Messiah(as) in all
matters? Did we keep a relationship with Hadrat Khalifatul-Masih V (aba) in this year and advise
our families in this regard?

If the answer is yes to many of these questions, then we have gained a lot in this year despite our
weaknesses. If the answer is no, then we should be worried about ourselves and enter the New
Year with prayers that may Allah remove our weaknesses. May Allah enable us to live our lives
according to the wishes of the Promised Messiah(as), may Allah hide our weaknesses, may Allah
show us the victories destined for this Jama‘at in our lives and may Allah destroy the evil plans
of our enemies and keep all Ahmadis safe worldwide, especially in Pakistan and Algeria.
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Discussion Scenario 1:

A Nasir has invited you and your family to his home for New Year’s Eve (Dec 31) dinner and to
welcome the New Year.

How would you respond?

Decline the invitation.

Attend the dinner but inform him that you and your family will leave by 10pm.
Enjoy the evening and leave for home just after midnight.

Any other response

P

How would your response change?

... if local MKA is hosting a New Year’s gathering at the masjid for your sons?

... if the Nasir says that he wants to offer prayers together and a special “Du‘a” after midnight?
... if your Jama‘at is holding a collective Tahajjud followed by Fajr and Darsul Qur’an starting at
4:30am at the masjid?

... if this nasir and his family are not very active in the Jama‘at?

Guidance from the Friday Sermon

Majority of the people have no religious concern therefore they cannot reach out to the depths
that a true believer can achieve. The majesty of a true believer is not only to express despair over
such worldly activities but also to conduct a self-audit and evaluate the year that has passed.
What have we earned and lost through this year? Will the true believer evaluate the year through
a worldly lens or will it be through religious and spiritual perspective? And if it has to be on the
spiritual scale then need to look into the standard of it so that it can truly reveal what has been
lost and what has been gained. We Ahmadis are very fortunate that Allah has given us the
instruction of the following of the Promised Messiah (Peace be on Him) who presented to us the
summary of the teachings of Allah and his Prophet (Peace be Upon Him) and also showed us the
high standards to evaluate our deeds and spiritualty. These are the conditions to rightly judge
your standards of good deeds. Every Ahmadi undertook the Bai'at and thus through this the
Promised Messiah (Peace be on Him) gave us the instructions to follow and thus also expected
from every Ahmadi to self-evaluate themselves every day, every week, every month and every
year. Thus, if we spend the last night of the previous year and the new day of the New Year
pondering over our spiritual conditions and by spending time supplicating towards Allah then we
will be the ones who will be working towards a good life hereafter. And if we also indulge in
worldly wishes and affairs, then we will lose a lot and gain nothing.
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Discussion Scenario 2:

Your 15-year old son asks for your permission to go over to a friend’s house to watch the latest
episode of HBO’s Game of Thrones, which is the biggest hype in high school. You check the
show’s reviews — it’s rated “TV-MA” meaning it’s intended for mature audiences.

How would you respond?

Allow him to go to his friend’s home and advise him to look away during the “bad” scenes.
Ask him to invite his friends to your home to watch instead.

Tell him the show is not appropriate.

Any other response.

bl o e

How would your response change?

.. if your son has been reading all the books of Games of Thrones series?

.. if your son is regular in Salat, active in Jama‘at and you can trust he knows what-to-do?
.. if you and your wife occasionally watch critically acclaimed movies on Hulu/Netflix?

.. if all of your son’s friends will be there?

Guidance from the Friday Sermon

Then there is a question that have we kept ourselves away from such events that lead to ill
thoughts? For example, in this world there is television and internet that has programs that lead
to development of ill and unpleasant thoughts, did you save yourself from it? If we are watching
indecent movies and programs then we are diverting ourselves away from the pledge we have
made and our conditions is worthy of worry. These things drive one towards 'Zina'.

Then there is another question that have we protected ourselves from unchaste glances and are
we still protecting ourselves? As far as lustful glances are concerned it is a commandment to men
and women both. The men and women are both told to lower their gaze and guard their modesty.

Majlis Ansarullah USA - Copyright © 2018 Page 53



Examples of what we can do to adapt our lives according to Huduir’s guidance in this
sermon:

e Analyze yourself in 2018. Did you improve in the following areas:

o Salat regularity and in congregation?

o Were you truthful with everyone?

o Did you stay away from those things that incite ill thoughts?

o Were you arrogant or mistreat anyone?
e Write beloved Hudiir (aba) for prayers for a spiritually-uplifting 2019.
e Learn a new prayer for seeking Almighty Allah’s Forgiveness.

Examples of topics from this Friday sermon we can use to stimulate discussion among our
family:

e How sexually inappropriate content is rampant in our society and the steps we must take to
avoid falling prey?

e Obedience to Khilafat and why need to pay heed to beloved Hudiir’s guidance.

e Peer pressure in schools and work and how we can communicate to our classmates and our
colleagues about our principles.
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Hazrat Khalifatul Masih V (may Allah be his helper) said:

How many of us reflect over our responsibility in being associated
with the Promised Messiah (on whom be peace) once a day, once a
week, or once a month? What our worship of God and other morals
are like? What role are we playing in helping Khilafat? Through God’s
mercy the Promised Messiah’s advent took place and He enabled us to
accept him. Does it suffice to come into the Bai'at of a great person?
Indeed, when the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be on
him) said that the latter days will be blessed like the early days of
Islam, it signified that the followers of the Messiah will be part of the
revolution for which he was sent. Today, it is the task of each Ahmadi
to play his or her role in this.

(Friday sermon, September 23, 2011)

s dotsied MAJLIS
= ANSARULLAH

L

‘H_:JLIS ANSARULLAH USA U SA




	1-2018 Handbook - Front Cover - R
	2-2018 Ta'lim and Tarbiyat Handbook - R
	3-2018 Handbook - Back Cover - R
	Blank Page
	Blank Page

